
resolution in the Section of Materia Medica, Pharmacy and
Therapeutics, to the effect that in the future samples and
literature should be distributed to those only wearing the
official badge of the Association.

The pharmaceutie and surgical exhibit is one of the most
interesting, most instructive and most pleasant features of
the Association meetings and it would be a distinct loss to
have it discontinued, or even have the first-class houses keep
away, as I heard many threaten to do in the future. Let us

hope that a rigid adherence to the above resolution will result
in mutual satisfaction. As to the one-horse concerns that
tried to advertise directly to the public—we don't want them,
any way. Respectfully, Wm. J. Robinson, M.D.

Editor, Merck's Archives.

Gastroptosia Not Gastroptosis. Perityphlitis Not
Appendicitis.

New York City, August 6, 1902.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Anarticle which I had published in the

New York Medical Journal, June 21, 1902, entitled "Gastrop-
tosia the Cause of Symptoms Erroneously Attributed to
Nephroptosia," has been reviewed in several other journals. I
do not know in how many, but I noticed in two of these the
title which I had given was changed to the following: "Gas-
troptosis the Cause of Symptoms Erroneously Attributed to
Nephroptosis." I remonstrated, and I hope my protest will
appear in those journals which I have addressed.

When I first introduced the correct term gastroptosia in
place of the incorrect word gastroptosis I gave the reasons: A
feminine noun which ends in sis, xis and psis as the second
component remains unchanged when the first component is a

preposition, as for instance, proptosis, periptosis, diagnosis,
but if the first component is not a preposition, then in composi-
tion the ending is changed to sia, as eupraxia, apraxia, palin-
genesia, hierognosia and also gastroptosia. I will now add
two paradigmata which are familiar to everyone : opsis—
autopsia not autopsis; pexis—nephropexia, not nephropexis.
To typhlon enteron is the caecum; epi means on, upon or touch¬
ing; as there is nothing on the caecum but the vermiform
process, the word perityphlitis is indeed an ideal term to
designate the inflammation or affection of the vermiform pro¬
cess, and this was the name given long ago, and this is the
name the affection has in the literature of our contemporan¬
eous Greek colleagues.

There came an ignoramus and called the trouble in question
appendicitis, and the multitude was anxious to furnish con¬

clusive evidence that there is something in the hypothesis of
Darwin about our descendence from the monkey. Now, having
had demonstrated to them that perityphlitis and not appen¬
dicitis is a scientific term there are many who furnish more

evidence for the Darwin hypothesis by insisting that appen¬
dicitis has ccme to stay.

In England and Germany we find the most exact and correct
term perityphlitis taken up again, and it will not be an honor
to the American profession to insist on some abominable word
because some ignorant American colleague (who may, however,
have been an excellent surgeon) had coined it.

In some secular journal I saw the report that the King of
England had had appendicitis first but that this had developed
into perityphlitis. Of course the meaning was that he had
had perityphlitis, which had extended into paratyphlitis.

A. Rose.

Sugar a Cause of Indigestion in Infants.

Rolla, N. D., Aug. 8, 1902.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Itis a surprise to me that in all the arti-

cles on infant feeding and prevention of gastrointestinal
troubles in infants, that I have been able to find, no one calls
attention to one of the most prevalent and most pernicious
causes, namely, the early and persistent feeding of sugar,
which somehow or other mothers, midwives or some old woman

manage to keep up often in spite of the specific orders of the
attending physician, and even when a trained nurse is in at-
tendance. In a fairly extensive practice of ten years I have

always been able to trace such troubles in infants not suffering
from organic disease to this most unfortunate habit, and to
cure by a simple but efficient laxative and the exclusion of
sugar. I have found scores of cases where it had been given
after orders to stop it had been issued, and where I was as-
sured that it was stopped. It is a mania with a class of
women, and I have been astonished and grieved to find that
this class includes a very great number, who, in every other
respect, would be ashamed of any deceit. My experience is
that even one grain of sacharum album a day will make the
baby fret and finally present all symptoms of gastroenteritis.

Yours truly, Thor Moeller.

Priority in Perineum Repair Technic.
Boston, Mass., Aug. 11, 1902.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Dome the favor of making reference in
The Journal to an article by me in the Transactions of the
American Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists,
September, 1888, on "The Perineum, Its Anatomy, Physiology
and Methods of Restoration After Injury"; also "The Recon-
struction of the Pelvic Structures in Woman," American
Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 1892; also
"The Reconstruction of the Pelvic Structures Incident to
Lesions of the Perineum," The Journal of the American
Medical Association, Oct. 21, 1899. Here will be found all
the essentials of Dr. Noble's interesting article on "A New
Operation for Complete Laceration of the Perineum"; The
Journal of the American Medical Association, Aug. 9, 1902.

Sincerely, Henry O. Marcy.

An Alleged Unauthorized Statement by an Optician.
Ann Arbor, Mich., Aug. 11, 1902.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ihave recently been informed by members
of the medical profession in northern Michigan that a travel-
ing "Optician Specialist," Prof. J. Wilson Edmonds by name,
is doing that section of the state and advertising that he has
taken a course of instruction under my direction. I wish to
say that Mr. Edmonds recently came under my care as a
patient, but no course of instruction was given him, nor did
he advertise such a statement with my knowledge or sanction.
Hoping that you will publish this communication that the pro-
fession will understand the matter, I am,

Fraternally yours, O. A. Griffin.

Association News.
Committees Appointed.

The following committees of the American Medical Associa-
tion have recently been appointed:

COMMITTEE ON AWARD OF SENN MEDAL.
James H. Dunn, chairman, Minneapolis; M. L. Harris,

Chicago, and Floyd W. McRae, Atlanta, Ga.
COMMITTEE ON AWARD OF ASSOCIATION MEDAL.

Lewis C. McMurtry, chairman, Louisville, Ky.; Burnside
Foster, St. Paul, and M. H. Fussell, Philadelphia.

COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH.
Alfred Stengel, chairman, Philadelphia; William Osier, Bal-

timore, and L. Hektoen, Chicago.
COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE NEW ORLEANS MEETING.

Isadore Dyer, chairman; J. B. Guthrie, secretary; L. G. Le-
Beuf, treasurer; E. S. Lewis, F. W. Parham, R. Matas, John
Callan, H. B. Gessner, F. A. Larue, E. Souchon, A. W. de
Roaldes, A. G. Friederichs, E. D. Martin, J. F. Oechsner and
Q Kohnke, all of New Orleans.
CHAIRMEN OF SUB-COMMITTEES FOR THE NEW ORLEANS MEETING.

On Finance: John Callan; on New Membership: F. W.
Parham; on Transportation: E. Souchon; on Entertain-
ment: L. G. LeBeuf; on Halls for Meeting Places: J. F.
Oechsner ; on Badges : H. B. Gessner ; on General Exhibits :

0. Kohnke; on Bureau of Information: A. G. Friederichs; on

Programs, Publication and Printing: F. A. Larue; on Regis¬
tration: R. Matas; on Pcstoffice: E. S. Lewis, chairman; on
Hotels: E. D. Martin, chairman; all of New Orleans.
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